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have been stormed but the King knew the extrem-
ities to which Paris was reduced, and believed it
to be impossible that it should hold out for more
than a few days. The people were daily dying by
hundreds, their corpses lay unburied in the streets,
noisome reptiles, toads and adders, multiplied in the
empty houses. Processions, sermons thrice daily,
the Host permanently exposed on the altars, nay
even Spanish silver could not stay the pangs of star-
vation; Everywhere the cry, u Peace or Bread/' be-
gan to be heard. Parma indeed had sent word that
he was preparing to march, and hoped to unite his
forces with those of Mayenne on or before August
15th; but these tidings only increased the popular
despair. Why could not this have been done a
month, two months earlier? In a fortnight more
Paris would no longer be a city of the living, but a
vast charnel house!

To satisfy the people, Nemours and his council
were compelled to send Gondi, the Bishop of Paris,
and Espinac, Archbishop of Lyons, to open negotia-
tions with Henry. Although they styled him King
of Navarre, he received them with courtesy, only re-
marking that their feet would be well scorched in
the next world for so misleading their flocks in this.
But he flatly refused to allow questions concerning
the general settlement of the nation to be mixed up
with a treaty for the capitulation of Paris.

It seemed impossible that the patience of the
citizens could endure for another week; yet the
siege continued more than twenty days longer.
Henry's humanity prevented his triumph. He al-